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St.  Luke  IX.  n* 

And  the  people ,  when  they  knew  It,  followed 
him  :  and  he  received  them ,  and  fpake  un¬ 
to  them  of  the  kingdom  of  God ,  and  healed 
them y  that  had  need  of  healing . 


N  the  beginning  of  this  chapter  we  ate  in** 
formed  by  the  Evangelift,  that  Jefus  called 
his  twelve  difciples  together ,  and  gave  them 
power  and  authority  over  all  Devils ,  and  to 
cure  difeafes ;  and  that  having,  in  this  wonderful  man-* 
ner,  qualified  them  for  the  work  of  their  miniflry, 
he  fent  them  to  execute  a  commiffion,  exa&ly  fuited 
to  the  chara&er  and  office  of  the  Redeemer  of  man¬ 
kind,  who  fent  them;  and  worthy  of  the  infinite 
goodnefs  of  God,  in  whofe  name  they  were  fent;  a 
commiffion  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  to  heal 
the  pick* 
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The  Apoftles,  nothing  doubting,  but  that  their 
mafter,  who  had  commanded  them  to  do  things  fo 
far  above  their  own  abilities,  would  enable  them 
to  perform  his  orders,  departed ,  and  went  through 
the  towns  preaching  the  gofpel ,  and  healing  every 
where .  Having  now,  probably  for  the  fir  ft  time, 
difcharged  both  parts  of  this  heavenly  commiflion, 
which  was  equally  calculated  to  afford  relief  to  the 
bodies  and  fouls  of  men,  they  returned  to  Jefus ,  and 
told  him  all  they  had  done.  And  he  took  them  and  went 
afide  privately  into  a  defart  place ,  belonging  to  the  city 
called  Bethfaida ;  in  order  probably  to  lay  before  them, 
in  the  ftilnefs  of  folitude  and  retirement,  to  what  end 
both  their  teaching  and  their  miracles  were  to  be  ulti¬ 
mately  referred  and  directed.  But  the  event,  which  he 
undoubtedly  forefaw,  fhews  that  he  had  a  further  view 
in  withdrawing  himfelf  -y  and  that  he  meant  to  improve 
his  fhort  retreat  from  the  croud,  into  an  opportunity 
of  inftrufting,  not  only  his  own  difciples,  but  the 
multitude  alfo,  which  foon  made  a  numerous  audience 
about  him  in  the  defart.  For,  the  people ,  when  they 
knew  where  he  was,  followed  him.  They  were  ftruck 
at  the  fuddennefs  of  his  departure,  to  whom  they  had 
juft  before  attended  with  wonder  and  gladnefs,  whilft 
they  heard  him  fpeak ,  as  never  man  fpakey  and  faw 
him  at  the  fame  time  reftore  feet  to  the  lame,  and 
eyes  to  the  blind.  This  fenfible  demonftration  of  his 
having  fo  compaffionate  a  feeling  and  tendernefs  for 
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their  infirmities,  together  with  an  ability  of  curing 
difeafes,  which  no  human  drill  could  cure,  fully  con¬ 
vinced  them  that  he  aCted  by  a  divine  Authority ;  and 
that  he  was  moreover,  from  his  own  love  toward  them, 
defirous  to  condudt  them  to  that  immortal  life  of  hap- 
pinefs,  which  he  had  firft  brought  to  light  with  fo 
much  clearnefs. ,  As  foon  therefore  as  they  had  dis¬ 
covered  where  he  was,  they  eagerly  preffed  after  their 
benevolent  falutary  InftruCtor. 

Jesus  knew,  from  what  commendable  motives  they 
had  thus  unfeafonably  broken  in  upon  him  5  he  faw 
they  were  in  a  fair  teachable  temper  of  mind,  and 
honeftly  impatient  to  be  again  intruded  by  him ; 
and  feeing  this,  he  received  them ,  as  being  fitly  pre« 
pared  to  hear  again  from  him  the  glad  tidings  of  fal- 
vation  :  For  to  this  end  he  came  into  the  world ,  and  to 
this  all  he  faid  or  did  was  fubordinate.  Accordingly, 
he  fpake  unto  them  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  5  and  to 
fix  his  inftruCtions  upon  them  more  effectually  by 
frefh  proofs  of  kindnefs,  he  healed  fuch  of  them  as  had 
need  of  healing . 

W  e  are  exprefsly  informed  in  the  Gofpel  by  Chrift 
himfelf,  that  he  hath  given  us  an  Example ,  that  we 
fhould  do  as  he  did  to  us :  and  fo  gracioufly  did  he  adapt 
his  Example  to  our  wants  and  weakneffes,  that  if  we 
meditate,  as  we  ought,  upon  the  plain  reaforis,  and  ob¬ 
vious  circumftances  of  his  conduct  in  almoft  every  part 
and  incident  of  his  miniflry ;  we  may,  even  in  thofe 
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extraordinary  inflances,  where  we  cannot  ftridly  fol¬ 
low  his  fteps,  be  furnifhcd  with  fome  pradical  admo¬ 
nition,  to  guide  and  order  our  own.  For  every  adion 
of  his,  being  uniformly  direded  to  one  and  the  fame 
deiign  ofmatcing  men  wife  unto  falvation,  either  places 
fome  moral  truth  in  a  light,  in  which  we  had  not  before 
conlidered  it ;  or  familiarly  points  out  to  us  the  pro- 
pereft  time  and  manner  of  laying  the  truths  of  religion 
before  the  mind.  Now  this,  in  the  affair  of  religious 
inftrudion,  is  a  confideration  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence:  for  moral  and  religious  truths,  having  a  clofe 
connection  with  our  happinefs,  and  being  fitted  to 
govern  and  reftram  our  adiohs,  our  affedions  are  al¬ 
ways  ftrongly  interefted  for  or  againft  them  ;  and 
their  influence  greatly  depends  upon  the  difpofition 
we  are  in,  when  they  are  propofed  to  us,  and  the 
feafon  and  manner  of  propofing  them. 

The  heart  then  muft  be  warmed,  and  the  affedions 
engaged  on  the  fide  of  virtue  and  religion,  before  the 
light  of  fuch  truths  will  ffrike  upon  the  underftanding 
with  a  proper  force.  But  when  the  Chrifiian  inftruc- 
tor  hath  gained  this  principal  point  j  it  will  be  his 
own  fault,  if  he  doth  not  gradually  lead  on  the  mind 
to  further  degrees  of  religious  improvements.  For 
want  of  obferving  thefe  precautions,  or  from  our 
not  fufficiently  improving  the  advantage  we  have 
gained  by  obferving  them,  our  mod  cogent  argu¬ 
ments,  upon  the  mod  momentous  truths  and  duties 
of  Chriflianity,  are  too  often  urged  with  little  or  no 
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fuccefs  ;  and  our  beft-defigned  charities,  when  they 
have  foftened  and  compofed  the  temper  of  the  perfons 
relieved,  into  that  ferious  frame,  which  fits  them 
for  being  wrought  upon  by  religious  inftrudion, 
not  being  carried  on  to  operate  in  the  full  extent 
of  th  eir  moral  efficacy,  flop  (hort  of  producing 
their  mo  ft  beneficial  effeds,  and  have  not  their  perfed 
work. 

The  text  fupplies  us  with  a  pertinent  inftance  to 
illuftrate,  what  I  have  been  obferving  in  general  5  and 
the  illuftration  will  not  only  lead  me  to  make  fome 
refledions,  particularly  fuitabie  to  the  defign  of  this 
Solemnity,  but  will  perhaps  fuggeft  to  us  one  of  the 
moft  effedual  methods  of  doing  the  mo  ft  fubftantial 
lafting  good.  With  this  view  it  is  my  prefent  inten¬ 
tion  to  confider,  how  advantageoufiy  chriftian  in- 
ftrudion  ftands  conneded  with  this  humane,  this 
chriftian  difpenfation  of  charity. 

Now,  in  the  text,  you  find  our  Saviour  himfelf  do¬ 
ing,  what  he  commanded  and  empowered  his  apoftles 
to  do,  viz.  [peaking  of  the  kingdom  of  God ,  and  healing 
thofe  that  had  need  of  healing  :  It  may  not  be  improper 
here  to  remind  you,  that  by  the  kingdom  of  God,  of 
which  Jefus  fpake,  we  are  to  underftaud  that  difpenfa¬ 
tion  of  grace  and  truth  through  fejus  Chrijf  into  which 
we  were  all  baptized  ; - that  revelation  of  the  in¬ 

finite  goodnefs  of  God  towards  mankind,  which  we 
all  profefs  to  believe  5  and  which  certainly  requires 
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that  mind  to  be  in  us ,  which  was  in  Jefus  Chriji ,  when 
he  heated  them,  that  had  need  of  healing . 

Perhaps  it  will  be  faid, — What  practical  direc¬ 
tion  can  be  drawn  for  our  own  ufe  from  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  our  Saviour,  as  he  here  exhibits  himfelf  to  us, 
teaching  with  an  infallible  wifdom,  and  recommend¬ 
ing  what  he  taught,  by  miracles  of  beneficence  ? - 

One  important  leflfon  it  plainly  and  forcibly  inculcates 
by  the  weight  and  authority  of  an  example,  which 
can  neither  deceive  nor  mifguide  us *  that  a  religion 
founded  in  the  love  of  God  to  man,  and,  in  every 
part  of  it,  defigned  to  promote  mutual  love  amongft 
men,  ought  to  be  recommended,  and  is  ever  moft 
effectually  recommended,  by  aCts  of  kindnefs.  For 
you  find  that  he,  who  had  all  power,  employed 
none  to  enforce  his  doCtrine,  but  that  which  was  ex¬ 
erted  by  him  in  the  moft  aftonifhing  works  of  tender- 
nefs  and  compafiion.  And,  by  fuch  an  exertion  of 
his  power  as  this,  he  demonftrated  it  to  be  derived 
from  the  Author  of  all  goodnefs,  as  well  as  the  Source  of 
all  power.  Notwithftanding  therefore,  we  cannot  copy 
the  miracles,  we  can  imitate*  and  are  by  Chrift  com¬ 
manded  to  imitate  that  fpirit  of  benevolence,  which 
conftituted  the  real  moral  excellence  of  all  his  mi¬ 
racles,  and  rendered  them  fit  to  anfwer  the  purpofe* 
for  which  they  were  wrought  by  him. 

Further*  amidfi:  the  various  calamities,  that  are 
perpetually  introducing  various  fcenes  of  diftrefs,  and 
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preferring  us  with  different  objeds  of  mifery  and  af¬ 
fliction,  which  both  afk  and  merit  our  relief,  is  it  a 
direction  of  no  ufe  or  confequence  to  be  taught  by  the 
very  miracles  of  our  Saviour,  that  he  was  moll  folicitous 
to  reftore  eafe  and  health  to  the  difeafed  j  that  is,  to 
thofe  very  objeds  of  compaflion,  for  whofe  benefit 
infirmaries  are  ereded  ?  When  we  read  his  miraculous 
cures,  conftantly  bearing  teftimony  to  the  words  of 
eternal  life,  are  we  not  admonifhed,  that  the  redemp¬ 
tion  he  provided  for  us,  took  in  the  whole  of  man ; 
and  that  by  the  working  of  the  fame  mighty  power, 
which  delivered  the  body  from  all  manner  of  difeafes, 
he  could,  at  the  appointed  feafon,  as  eafily  refcue  it 
from  the  grave,  and  cloath  it  with  immortality  ?  Are 
we  not  therefore  ftridly  and  literally  exhorted  by  the 
pattern  exhibited  to  us  in  the  text,  as  we  have  opportu¬ 
nity  to  do  good  unto  all  men ,  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and  to 
the  fame  end  that  he  did ;  making  bodily  cures  the 
means  and  occafions  of  that  chriftian  charity  to  the 
fouls  of  men,  the  benefit  of  which  may,  like  the  foul 
itfelf,  laft  for  ever,  and  be  gratefully  felt  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  through  an  eternity  of  happinefs  ? 

L  e  t  us  now  take  a  more  diftind  view  of  the  pecu¬ 
liar  excellence  of  that  charity,  which  we  are  aflembled 
to  promote,  as  founded  in  the  truefl:  principles  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  fubfervient  to  the  moll  beneficent  purpofes 
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How  peculiarly  excellent  this  branch  of  charity  is, 
we  (hall  neither  fenfibly  feel,  nor  be  with  a  fufficient 
warmth  of  convi&ion  incited  to  the  exercife  of  it;  un- 
lefs  we  fii'ft  conlider  and  examine  the  nature  and  confe- 
quences  of  thofe  calamities,  under  which  the  lick  ne- 
ceffitous  fufferfcrs  would  fink  without  hope  or  remedy, 
if  they  had  no  houfe  of  medicine,  comfort,  and  cha¬ 
rity  to  refort  to. 

This  moral  confideratiofi  of  pain  and  ficknefs, 
will  fet  before  us  a  melancholy  affecting  fubjedf? 
which,  in  the  day  of  health  and  eafe,  we  iludi- 
oufly  banifh  from  our  thoughts ;  tho'  it  is  never 
more  proper  to  be  frequently  and  ferioufly  meditated 
upon  by  us,  than  wThen  it  feems  to  lie  at  the  greatefl 
diftance  from  us:  For  thefe  calamities  may  fuddenly, 
and  without  any  previous  warning,  overtake  us  at  once, 
and  multitudes  are  every  day  furprifed  by  thefe  trying 
visitations  of  Providence,  from  a  thoufand  unforefeen 
accidents,  when  they  lead  expe&ed  them.  We  fhould 
therefore  be  prepared  beforehand  to  meet  them, 
whenever  they  befal  us;  that  we  may  behave  under 
them  like  men  whofe  confidence  is  founded  upon  the 
fupreme  Director  of  all  events,  and  whofe  hopes  are 
fixed  upon  a  better  world,  that  lies  beyond  the  reach  of 
accidents  and  misfortunes,  and  from  which  pain  and 
forrow  are  for  ever  excluded.  2 
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But  are  thefe  calamities  which  perpetually  befet 
us,  thus  numerous  ?  and  can  prudence  fupply  us 
with  no  precaution,  that  may  in  fome  meafure  arm 
and  guard  us  againd  them  ?— — —Perhaps  it  can; 
and  a  bare  mention  of  the  general  caufes  and  occafions 
of  all  of  them,  will  inform  you,  what  that  guard  and 
protection  is,  and  from  whence  alone  we  can  have  it. 

Now  Pain  and  Sicknefs  are  the  neceffary  portion  and 
lot  of  mortality,  and,  by  the  appointment  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  arife  unavoidably  from  the  prefent  date  and 
condition  of  our  being.  From  thefe  therefore  in  ge¬ 
neral,  even  the  bed  men  have  no  exemption  :  but 
pain  and  ficknefs  may  be  precipitately  hurried  on  upon 
us  by  ourfelves,  and  when  they  are  thus  hurried  on, 
they  become  the  proper  effects  and  jud  punidiments 
of  our  own  follies  or  vices,  which  were  the  imme¬ 
diate  occafions  of  them.  Againd  this  part  of  our 
danger,  a  life  of  Virtue  is  a  fure  defence :  and  when¬ 
ever  a  good  man  is  afHicded  with  any  of  thofe  difor- 
ders,  to  which  all  men  are  liable,  the  feverity  of  it  is 
mitigated,  and  the  burden  lightened,  by  the  patience 
and  chearfulnefs,  with  which  he  is  enabled  to  bear 
whatever  God  appoints  him  to  differ.  For  a  confcience 
void  of  offence  is  a  continual  feaft  to  him ;  and  the  con- 
folations  of  the  gofpel  raife  and  refrefh  his  fpirit  with 
a  full  adurance  of  approaching  happinefs.  And  can 
we  aflc  or  want  a  more  powerful  incitement  than  this, 
to  perfevere  in  a  courfe  of  virtue,  or  can  there  be  a 
more  convincing  proof  of  the  truth  of  religion  ? 
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Indeed  ficknefs,  if  we  confider  it  as  we  ought, 
will  appear  to  be  a  gracious  inftrument  in  the  hands 
of  Providence,  for  the  moral  improvement  of  fuch 
creatures,  as  we  are  'y  and  we  fhall  difcern,  even  in 
the  harfheft  and  moft  grievous  circumftances  of  it, 
the  7?iercy  and  goodnejs  of  God  leading  us  to  repen¬ 
tance  ,  by  this  wholfome  corredtion.  For  doth  it 
not,  by  enfeebling  the  body,  fo  fenfibly  remind  us  of 
our  latter  end,  as  almoft  to  force  us  upon  the  wifdom 
of  confidering  it  ?  Doth  it  not  deliver  us  from  temp¬ 
tation,  by  deftroying  our  r el i fin  for  the  gratifications, 
which  feduce  us?  Muft  we  not  fuppoie  that  mind 
to  be  paft  feeling  the  difference  between  good  and 
evil,  and  totally  regardlefs  of  futurity,  upon  which 
no  change  is  wrought  by  fo  efficacious  a  remedy  r  On 
the  contrary,  do  we  not  find  that  it  often  reforms 
thofe,  whom  nothing  elfe  could  reform  ;  that  it 
brings  the  thoughtlefs  to  reflect,  the  diffolute  to  be 
ferious,  and  even  the  mifer  to  be  charitable  ? 

‘  Now  in  this  laft  hour  of  trial,  through  which  all 
of  us  muft  fooner  or  later  pafs,  when  no  external 
help,  that  power  can  command,  01  riches  put  chafe  3 
affords  either  eafe  or  comfort,  the  truths  and  duties, 
the  promifes  and  threatnings  of  religion,  may,  with 
the  faireft  profpedt  of  fuccefs,  be  urged  home  upon 
the  greateft  of  the  children  of  men.  And  when  the 
poor  man  lyeth  upon  the  bed  Oi  languifhing,  and 
hath  nothing  before  him  m  the  life  that  now  is ,  but  a 
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gloomy  profpedt  of  want  and  wretchednefs,  to  explain 
to  him  the  dodrine  of  falvation,  and  refrefh  him 
with  the  certain  hope  of  better  things  in  the  life  that 
is  to  come,  is,  in  the  drifted  fenfe,  healing  him  that  is 
broken  in  heart :  It  is  indeed  an  aft  of  humanity  no 
lefs  reasonable  and  neceffary,  than  giving  him  medi¬ 
cine  to  heal  his  Jicknefs. 

From  fuch  an  exercife  of  compaffion  towards  the 
indigent,  finking  under  the  double  weight,  of  a  difor- 
dered  body  and  defponding  mind,  Infirmaries  de¬ 
rive  their  peculiar  utility  and  didinguidiing  recom¬ 
mendation  :  and  compaffion  fo  enlarged,  as  to  take  in 
the  prefent  eafe  and  future  happinefs  of  the  patients, 
acquires  all  that  moral  worth,  which  compleats  the 
amiable  idea  of  chridian  charity.  Compaffion  is  in¬ 
deed  in  itfelf  the  tendered  and  mod  endearing  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  human  mind ;  and,  in  the  prefent  date, 
one  of  the  mod  neceffary  of  all  our  Social  feelings. 
By  it  the  happy  and  unhappy  are  reciprocally  linked 
and  recommended  to  each  other,  by  afts  of  mercy 
and  returns  of  gratitude.  Without  it,  that  exquifite 
fatisfaftion  which  we  enjoy,  by  applying  our  wealth 
or  power  to  the  fupport  or  the  relief  of  the  neceffi- 
tous,  would  be  totally  lad,  as  we  fhould  have  no  re- 
liffi  for  fuch  a  fatisfaftion.  On  the  other  hand,  even 
the  ordinary  calamities  of  life,  meeting  with  no  pity, 
and  confequently  with  no  affidance  from  others,  would 
become  a  burden  too  heavy  for  us  to  bear.  But  by  the 
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means  of  this  pleating  painful  fympathy,  we  of  courfe 
adopt,  and  l ear,  and  eafe  one  another's  burdens . 

But  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  to  add  merely  as 
we  are  uatpcSfci  to  adt,  by  this  delightful  impulfe,  is 
no  virtue  in  us.  To  make  an  adt  of  compaflion  a  pro¬ 
per  adt  of  virtue,  it  muft  be  an  adt  of  our  reafon, 
freely  and  deliberately  exerted  from  a  fenfe  of  duty  • 
for  God,  who  endued  us  with  this  focial  affedtion, 
endued  us  alfo  with  reafon,  to  guide  us  in  the  exercife 
of  it,  and  to  fuit  and  proportion  the  relief  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  diftrefs,  and  to  the  fttuation  and  circum- 
ftances  of  the  perfon  who  labours  under  it.  Now  as 
this  lenfibility  of  heart  extends  itfelf  more  or  lefs  thro’ 
the  whole  of  human  kind,  and  keeps  fome  hold  even 
upon  the  breaft  of  a  favage,  however  trained  up  and 
habituated  to  adts  of  barbarity ;  whence  could  we 
have  this  ftrong,  this  uniform  propenfky,  which  no 
perverfe  efforts  of  our’s  can  totally  eradicate,  but  from 
the  author  of  our  being  ?  He  alone  could,  by  the  ori¬ 
ginal  law  of  union,  that  connedts  a  rational  foul  to  a 
mortal  body,  thus  fubjedt  us  to  the  feelings  of  huma¬ 
nity  ;  or  implant  in  our  very  frame  this  familiar  con¬ 
vincing  proof  of  his  own  infinite  goodnefs  and  com¬ 
panion  towards  the  children  of  men.  Thefe  compaf- 
fionate  feelings,  therefore,  are  as  exprefs  a  declaration 
of  his  will,  how  he  expedts  us  to  behave  towards  a 
fellow-creature  in  mifery,  as  if  he  had  declared  it  by 
a  voice  from  heaven.  He  hath  moreover,  in  fadt,  fo 
declared  it ;  and  left  we  fliould  no:  attend  to  his 
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will,  thus  inwardly  manifefted  to  us,  he  hath  fo» 
lemnly  promuiged  it  in  his  gofpel :  for  human  nature 
and  the  gofpel,  proceeding  from  one  and  the  fame 
author,  breathe  one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  and  inculcate 
one  and  the  fame  leffon  of  brotherly  kindnefs  and 
compaflion  :  fo  that  even  the  irreligious  man,  who 
affefts  to  fet  the  Gofpel  at  nought,  cannot  violate  the 
law  of  Chrift  by  any  inflance  of  cruelty,  but  he  muft, 
at  the  fame  time,  aft  in  contradiftion  to  the  law  of 
diumanity  written  in  his  heart :  and  in  confequence  of 
this  double  provifion  made  by  God  in  favour  of  the 
affiifted,  even  in  an  age  when  iniquity  abounds, 
works  of  charity  and  inftances  of  compaffion  may 
abound  a!fo». 

But  mere  humanity,  notwithstanding  all  the 
warmth  and  tendernefs  with  which  it  follicits  us  to- 
remove  the  pains,  and  fupply  the  wants  of  our  bre¬ 
thren  on  this  fide  the  grave,  drops  all  concern  for 
them,  when  they  are  once  laid  in  that  bed  of  tranquil* 
lity.  All  that  lies  beyond  it,  being  wrapt  up  in  an 
impenetrable  obfcurity  by  the  fhadow  of  death,  is 
eonfidered  as  a  land  of  darknefs,  where  all  things  are 
forgotten ,  and  where  the  weary  are  at  reft  from  their 
labours.  But  chriftianity  throws  new  light  upon  this 
unknown,  unregarded  part  of  our  exiftence ;  and 
how  awful  is  the  fcene  it  difclofes  to  us  ?  An  eternity 
of  happinefs  or  mifery  committed  to  our  choice,  and 
depending  upon  our  behaviour,  during  our  ihort  jib- 
fuming  here  on  earth* 
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The  purpofe  of  God  concerning  us  being  fo  dif- 
tindlly  revealed  from  heaven,  would  ftrike  us  with 
terror  at  the  apprehenfion  of  our  having  an  interefl 
of  fuch  infinite  confequence  at  flake,  if  the  fame  re¬ 
velation  had  not  alfo  told  us,  by  the  fame  authority, 
that  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son ,  that  all  who  believe  in  him ,  ftoould  not  pe - 
rifle,  but  have  everlafting  life .  This  gracious  decla¬ 
ration  is  not  more  calculated  to  difpel  our  dread,  than 
to  enlarge  our  humanity :  and  the  command,  which 
immediately  follows  this  declaration,  that  if  God  fo 
loved  us ,  we  ought  alfo  to  love  one  another ,  is  an  ex- 
prefs  injunction  to  us,  to  carry  our  concern  for  the 
well-being  of  our  fellow-creatures  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  momentary  life,  which  is  as  nothing  compared 
with  the  days  of  eternity . 

t 

For  to  the  eye  of  reafon,  enlightened  by  fo  clear  a 
profpedt  of  futurity,  and  fully  informed  of  that  end- 
lefs  ftate  of  exiftence,  for  which  we  are  all  alike  de- 
ftined,  and  all  alike  called  upon  to  prepare,  a  man  ftu- 
pified  by  a  lethargy,  or  raging  in  a  delirium,  does  not 
more  truly  appear  to  be  an  objedt  of  pity,  than  he 
whofe  confcience  is  pa  ft  feeling  the  difference  between 
good  and  evil ,  and  whofe  whole  mind  is  diftradted 
and  inflamed  by  outrageous  paflions  and  appetites, 
that  are  inceflantly  hurrying  him  into  new  feenes  of 
guilt  and  anguifh  ;  and  treafuring  up  for  him  wrath 
againft  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righte¬ 
ous  judgment  of  God. 
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But  no  character  is  thus  deplorably  abandoned  at 
once  :  there  are  intervals  of  ferioufnefs  in  the  courfe 
of  every  man’s  life  5  and  if  the  things  that  belong  to  his 
peace,  are,  in  thofe  favourable  moments,  laid  before 
him,  they  will  touch  him  the  more  fenfibly,  becaufe 
he  fees  them  in  a  more  affecting  point  of  view,  from 
having  experienced  the  folly  of  .{hutting  his  eyes 
againft  them.  Now  if  we  are  aduated  by  a  chriftian 
fpirit,  we  fhall  diligently  feek  thofe  opportunities  of 
doing  good  ;  and  if  we  defire  to  be  merciful ,  as  our 
father  who  is  in  heaven  is  merciful ,  we  iliall  joyfully 
embrace  them,  as  often  as  they  prefent  and  offer  them- 
felves  to  us. 

Sickness,  as  I  have  before  obferved  at  large,  is 
ever  a  feafon  of  recolledion  y  wholfome.  council  and 
advice,  therefore,  fhould  concur  with  this  inftrudive 
providential  warning.  But  the  ficknefs  of  a  poor 
man,  ufually  drawing  after  it  a  want  not  only  of  all 
the  comforts,  but  even  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  is  ftill 
more  affliding,  and  confequently  operates  upon  the 
mind  more  forcibly,.  Now  when  he  feels  how  rea¬ 
dily  his  neceifities  are  fupplied,  and  his  infirmities 
cured,  by  the  aid  of  the  compaffionate,  he  is  of 
courfe  touched  with  the  livelieft  emotions  of  grati¬ 
tude  ;  and  gratitude,  under  fuch  circumftances,  if  a 
right  diredion  be  given  to  it,  of  itfelf  becomes  a  fixed 
principle  of  good  refolutions  and  religious  improve¬ 
ments:. 
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I  must  again  remind  you,  that  every  genuine 
affedtion  of  human  nature,  from  whatever  caufes  it 
may  be  gradually  and  imperceptibly  formed  in  us, 
ought  to  be  confidered  by  us,  as  refulting  from  His 
will,  who  gave  us  that  nature.  Now  the  proper 
workings  of  that  affedtion,  which  we  ftile  gratitude, 
declare  the  gracious  intention,  with  which  God  dif- 
pofedus  to  be  thus  affedted. 

Compassion,  as  I  have  juft  been  remarking,  is 
an  exquifitely  tender  fenfation  :  whereas  it  is  the  pe¬ 
culiar  property  of  gratitude,  /.  e.  of  love  towards  a 
benefadtor,  excited  by  a  quick  fenfe  of  favours  re¬ 
ceived,  to  be  peculiarly  warm  and  adtive.  Accord¬ 
ingly  it  urges  and  quickens  the  mind,  with  a  ftrong 
energy,  to  exprefs  the  fincerity  of  that  fenfe,  by  every 
method  of  acknowledging  the  kindnefs,  which  we 
think  will  be  mod  acceptable  to  the  beftower  of  it. 
That  fenfe  fo  expreffed  towards  an  earthly  benefadtor, 
inclines  him  to  repeat  his  kindnefs  with  more  readi- 
nefs  and  pleafure  :  and  fuitable  returns  of  gratitude 
on  our  part  towards  God,  render  us  fit  objedts  of  his 
favour  and  goodnefs,  and  qualify  us  to  receive  from 
him  Rill  more  abundant  blefiings. 

Now  though  every  benefadtor  is  proportionably 
entitled  to  our  gratitude,  God  is  the  great  primary 
objedt  of  this  affedtion  :  and  the  whole  of  religion 
may  be  refolved  into  this  principle  :  for  the  feveral 
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duties  of  religion,  are  but  fo  many  different  exp  re  f- 
fions  of  that  gratitude  which  we  owe  to  God.  In¬ 
deed  it  is  from  this  fupreme  benefactor,  that  we  con¬ 
tinually  receive  life ,  and  breathy  and  all  things .  He 
is  in  truth  the  original  author  even  of  thofe  bleffings, 
which  are  conveyed  to  us  through  the  hands  of  earthly 
benefadlors  5  iince  it  is  he  that  both  enables  and  dif- 
pofes  them  to  be  thus  beneficent  $  and  it  is  from  him 
that  we  derive  the  capacity  of  enjoying  any  benefit, 
by  whatever  inftrument  it  is  reached  out  to  us. 

Accordingly  the  human  mind  is  fo  conftituted, 
that  upon  any  fignal  unexpected  deliverance,  it  prompts 
us  by  a  kind  of  inflindtive  piety,  to  pay  our  religi¬ 
ous  acknowledgment  to  God  5  and  though  the  per- 
fon,  who  was  the  immediate  agent  in  effecting  that 
deliverance,  is  actually  ftanding  by  us,  our  eyes  and 
thoughts  are  naturally  lifted  up  unto  the  heavens,  as 
the  place  from  whence  our  help  came.  Thus,  when 
you  give  alms  to  a  poor  man,  who  is  a  real  objedt  of 
charity,  does  he  not  of  courfe  exprefs  his  thankful- 
nefs  to  you,  by  thanking  God  who  put  it  into  your 
heart  to  have  compaffion  upon  him,  and  by  praying 
God  to  blefs  you  in  return  ?  This  may  be,  and  with¬ 
out  doubt  too  often  is,  the  mere  cant  of  hypocrify, 
but  it  is  in  truth  the  language  of  nature  ;  and  the  hy¬ 
pocrite  himfelf  uies  it  as  fucb,  to  deceive  you  more 
effectually. 

Can  we  then  unkindly,  I  had  almoft  faid  uncha¬ 
ritably,  furmife,  that  the  patients  in  Infirmaries, 
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who  are  under  the  ftrongefl  obligations  to  be  grateful 
both  to  God  and  man,  will  not  be  wrought  upon,  as 
other  men  are,  by  the  known  ftated  influence  of 
gratitude  ?  Can  we  fufped  that  they  will  be  averfe 
to  be  inftrudled  in  their  duty,  or  not  likely  to  profit 
by  fuch  inflrudtion  ?  The  moral  effects  of  ficknefs  it- 
felf,  which  have  been  diflindtly  confidered  in  the  for¬ 
mer  part  of  this  difcourfe,  and  the  cures  that  are 
actually  performing  upon  them,  leave  no  room  for 
this  harfh  fufpicion.  Experience  contradi&s  it,  and 
the  examples  which  facred  writ  hath  recorded  for  our 
admonition  in  this  refpedt,  forbid  it.  Of  thefe  it  will 
be  fufficient  to  cite  two;  the  firft  of  which  is  thus 
related  by  the  infpired  historian  : 

<c  As  jefus  entered  into  a  certain  village,  there  met 
cc  him  ten  men  that  were  lepers,  which  flood  afar  oft: 
“  and  they  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  faid,  Jefus,  ma- 
“  fler,  have  mercy  on  us.  And  when  he  faw  them, 
€t  he  faid  unto  them,  Go,  fhew  yourfelves  unto  the 
“  priefls;  and  it  came  to  pafs,  that  as  they  went  they 
“  were  cleanfed  :  and  one  of  them,  when  he  faw 
“  that  he  was  healed,  turned  back,  and  with  a  loud 
<£  voice  glorified  God,  and  fell  down  on  his  face, 
<£  giving  him  thanks,  and  he  was  a  Samaritan  :  and 
tc  Jefus  anfwered,  and  find,  Were  there  not  ten  clean- 
<(  fed,  but  where  are  the  nine  ?” 

The  other  cafe  is  not  lefs  pertinent,  or  lefs  re¬ 
markable  :  <c  Peter  and  John  were  going  into  the 
u  temple  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  and  a  certain  man, 

<c  lame 
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lame  fioiii  ms  mother  s  womb,  who  was  daily  laid 
at  the  gate  of  the  temple,  feeing  Peter  and  John 
about  to  go  into  the  temple,  afked  an  alms.  Peter 
faid,  Silver  and  gold  have  I  none,  but  ftich  as  I 
“  have  give  1  thee  :  In  the  name  of  Jefus  of  Naza- 
^  reth,  life  up  and  walk.  And  he  took  him  by  his 
{  r*gnt-hand,  and  lift  him  up ;  and  immediately  his 
feet  and  ancle-bones  received  flrength,  and  he  leap¬ 
ing  up  flood  and  walked,  and  entered  with  them 
^othe  temple,  walking,  and  leaping,  and  praifing 

Should  thefe  inflances  not  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
}  on,  tnat  gratitude,  in  a  fimilar  cafe,  notwithftanding 
the  cure  is  effected  by  the  ordinary  help  of  medicine, 
operates  in  a  fimilar  manner,  vifit  the  LONDON- 
HO  SPIl  AL .  There  you  may  meet  with  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  living  witneffes,  who  will  exemplify  the 
tiutn  of  the  obfervation.  You  will  fee  how  joyful, 
how  eaineit  the  patients  are  to  receive  the  religious 
infli  udlion,  that  is  regularly  offered  to  them.  And  if 
wnat  you  yourfelves  fee  and  hear,  determines  you  to 
contribute  towards  fo  excellent  a  fcheme  of  charity, 
you  will  ironi  thenceforward  be  able  to  gratify  your 
mind  with  this  delightful  reflection  •  that  by  thus  ap- 
plying  a  fmall  portion  of  your  abundance,  which  of 
ufelf  can  add  nothing  to  your  own  happinefs,  you  are 
c^nftantly  infli  omental  in  bellowing  true  happinefs 
upon  a  fucceflion  of  miferable  objcdls,  refloring  many 
to  health,  and  turning  many  to  right eoufnefs. 
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It  is  then  evident  from  the  natural  energy  and 
working  of  thofe  principles,  which,  by  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  God,  have  a  mod  powerful  influence 
over  the  mind  of  man,  that  Infirmaries  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  fitted  to  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of 
true  religion  ;  and  certainly,  at  this  juncture  more 
efpecially,  there  are  urgent  reafons  for  cultivating  this 
fubferviency,  and  carrying  on  this  good  work  to  its 
juft  ftate  of  perfedion. 

I  have  before  taken  notice  of  a  fad,  worthy  of 
our  moft  ferious  attention,  and  verified  by  conftant 
experience,  that  a  great  number  of  thofe  difeafes  and 
calamities,  which  compofe  the  long  melancholy  lift 
of  human  miferies,  are  violently  and  prematurely  hur¬ 
ried  on  upon  the  guilty  fufferers  by  their  own  follies 
and  vices.  In  proportion  therefore  as  immorality 
fpreads  and  grows  more  prevalent,  difeafes  of  the  moft 
loathfome  and  deftrudive  kind,  muft  be,  in  the  ftated 
courfe  of  caufes  and  effeds,  multiplied.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  connedion  between  fin,  difeafes,  and 
death,  the  fame  profligacy  which  wafteth  the  iub- 
ftance,  and  impairs  the  ftrength  of  individuals,  doth 
likevvife  difturb  the  order  of  fociety,  and  weaken 
the  vigour  of  government j  and,  in  an  age  that  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  remarkably  corrupt  and  licentious,  Infir¬ 
maries  will,  and  cannot  but  be  filled  fafter  than  the 
liberal  hand  of  charity  can  raife  or  enlarge  them. 
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I  do  not  mention  this  unhappy  fource  of  pain,  of 
ficknefs,  and  of  indigence,  in  order  to  abate  your 
Gompaffion  for  any  of  the  miferable  objects,  in  whofe 
behalf  I  am  now  imploring  your  affidance.  Their 
prefect  didrefs,  from  whatever  caufe  it  proceeded,  is 
too  certain  to  be  quedioned,  too  pitiable  not  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  :  and  it  would  ill  become  Rich  obnoxious  crea¬ 
tures  as  we  are,  to  be  extreme  to  mark  what  is  amifs , 
and,  efpecially  whild  we  are  recommending  mercy,  to 
examine  real  wretchednefs  with  rigour  and  feverity.. 

But  in  this  place,  and  upon  this  occafion,  I  can¬ 
not  pafs  over  in  filence  an  evil,  the  complaint  of 
which  is  loud  and  univerfal ;  that  a  fpirit  of  licenti- 
oufnefs  hath  infeded  the  minds,  and  corrupted  the 
morals  of  the  common  people  in  this  metropolis,  be¬ 
yond  the  degree  and  meafure  of  former  times.  The 
fad  cannot  be  difputed  ;  and  I  am  forry  it  is  fo  dif¬ 
ficult  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  fo  eafy  to  account  for 
it.  The  principal  caufe  of  it  is  obvious ;  and  naming 
the  caufe  will  fhew  from  what  quarter  the  mod  ef- 
fedual  remedy  might  be  had,  and  ought  to  come. 
For  in  this  great  city  every  temptation  to  vice  prefents 
itfelf,  in  every  (Rape  that  is  moft  engaging,  and  mod 
pernicious.  Thofe  of  the  lowed  rank  are  often  wit- 
neffes  to  what  is  done  by  thofe  in  the  highed  5  and 
being  more  prone  to  imitate  what  is  bad,  than  what 
is  good  in  their  fuperiors,  when  they  have  been  once 
feduced  and  encouraged  by  their  example  to  break 
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loofc  from  the  restraints  of  Shame,  and  the  awe  of 
authority,  they  ufually  plunge  themfelves  into  the 
moSt  deftrudtive  vices  with  a  Savage  impetuofity,  and 
commit  all  uncleannefs  with  greedinefs . 

A  mischief  fo  dreadful  in  its  effedts,  calls  upon  every 
one,  without diftindtion,  to  afiift  in  checking  it;  and  it 
may,  to  feme  degree,  be  checked,  in  a  foft  prevailing 
manner,  by  oppofing  to  it  the  religious  influence  of  this 
charity  :  and  to  what  nobler  purpoSe  can  this  influ¬ 
ence  be  applied  in  the  fervice  of  the  public,  than  that 
of  reclaiming  the  profligate,  inftrudting  the  ignorant, 
and  confirming  the  well-difpofed  in  the  belief  and 
pradlice  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  Chrijl  ?  Or  what 
other  branch  of  charity  is  there,  which  affords  us  fo 
advantageous  an  opportunity  of  doing  this  fubftantial 
good  to  the  moft  diftreffed  of  our  fellow-chriftians 
and  fellow- fubjedts  ?  Where,  but  within  the  walls  of 
an  Infirmary,  could  this  neceffary  wholfome  in- 
ftrudtion  be  tender’d  to  numbers  at  once,  in  the  moSt 
critical  feafon  of  ferioufnefs  and  recollection,  which 
perhaps  is  the  only  feafon,  when  many  of  them  would 
not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  fuch  an  inftrudtor  ? 

Indeed  they  who  are  relieved  by  this  charity,  are 
themfelves  moft  nearly  concerned,  to  improve  the 
blefling  that  is  vouchfafed  to  them.  This  will  and 
muft  chiefly  depend  upon  themfelves.  If  their  own 
vicious  exceffes  and  debaucheries  brought  upon  them 
the  diforders,  for  which  chriftian  charity  hath  pro- 
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viJvd  as  good  a  lemeay  as  wealth  itfelf  can  purchafe  • 
(and  if  this  be  their  cafe,  they  themfelves  muft  know 
n}  j  they  have  learned  from  fad  experience,  what 
are  the  fruits  of  fin  ;  they  have  alfo  been  admonifhed, 
that  the  end  to  which  fin  unrepented  of  leads,  is  not 
only  that  death,  fiom  which  they  have  for  the  prefent 

been  refeued  by  the  help  of  other  men’s  humanity ; 
but  that  deatn  eteinal,  from  which  nothing  can  de~ 
tn^m,  but  tiieir  own  thorough  reformation  of 
life  and  manners.  Such  a  reformation  will  make  the 
pains  and  ficknefs,  under  which  they  fo  lately  lan- 
guifhed  as  men  without  hopCy  become  the  providential 
means  of  their  receiving  a  benefit  of  far  greater  value 
than  health,  or  even  life  itfelf/  Without  fuch  a  re¬ 
formation,  the  blefiing  bellowed  upon  them  will  ag- 
gravate  theii  guilt,  and  increafe  their  punifhment. 
Let  tnein  therefore  remember,  and  lay  to  heart,  this' 
ftort  admonition,  that,  when  they  are  fent  away  whole 
Lorn  this  houfe  of  medicine  and  inftruaion,  what  our 
Saviour  once  Lid  to  the  man  whom  he  had  miracu- 
loufly  cured,  he  in  effe&  fays  to  each  of  thefe  pa¬ 
tients,  “  Go  thy  way,  fin  no  more,  left  a  worfe  thin°- 
<c  happen  unto  thee.” 

iT^may  with  juft  reafon  be  expedted,  that  inftruc- 
tion  dius  feafonably  tender’d  to  the  patients,  will  be  no 
lefs  fuccefsful  in  many  inftances,  than  the  medicine  that 
healed  them:  and  lam  perfuaded  that  numbers,  who 
were  a  burden  to  fociety,  daily  come  out  of  Infirma¬ 
ries  founa  both  in  mind  and  body  y  and,  in  the  future 
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courfe  of  their  lives,  ad  their  part  as  ufeful  members 
of  the  community  :  for  religion,  fo  far  as  the  rules  of 
it  are  followed,  will  guard  and  complete  the  cure, 
which  the  phyfic  of  charity  hath  wrought.  This 
godlike  exercife  of  benevolence,  opens  to  us  the  true 
nature,  and  exhibits,  as  it  were  to  our  very  fenfes,  the 
lovely  form  of  chriftian  charity,  which  is  a  never- fail¬ 
ing  fource  of  every  human  virtue,  and  divme  comfort. 

Now  for  our  own  fakes,  we  fhould  be  careful  that 
our  good  adions  are  not  deftitute  of  that  eflential 
qualification  which  conftitutes  their  moral  worth  in 
the  fight  of  God.  For  even  works  of  charity,  if  in 
performing  them  we  feek  the  praife  of  men,  or  if  we 
are  excited  to  them  by  a  mere  impulfe  of  companion, 
without  having  God,  or  the  will  of  God,  in  all  our 
thoughts,  however  beneficial  they  may  be  to  others, 
they  will,  in  the  final  iffue  of  things,  profit  us  no¬ 
thing \ 

The  condud  of  our  Saviour,  as  exhibited  to  us  in 
the  text,  naturally  led  me  into  that  train  of  reflec¬ 
tions,  which  I  have  been  purfuing  :  and  if  we  medi¬ 
tate,  as  we  ought,  upon  the  manner  in  which  Chrift 
recommended  to  the  world  the  religion  he  came 
down  from  heaven  to  promulge,  engaging  men  to 
embrace  it  by  no  ad  of  power  but  what  was  exerted 
in  miracles  of  kindnefs  ;  if  we  confider  further,  that 
he  prefcribed  to  all  mankind  univerfal  benevolence,  as 
the  fundamental  law  of  his  gofpel,  are  we  not  fhocked 
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at  the  folly  and  ingratitude  of  thofe,  who,  wbilft  they 
enjoy  the  light  and  benefit  of  revelation,  labour  to  de¬ 
preciate  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God,  who  vouch- 
fafed  it  to  us :  and  affedt  to  fet  up  benevolence,  as  of 
itfelf  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  human 
virtue,  and  focial  happinefs  :  when  it  is  certain,  from 
the  experience  of  all  ages  and  countries,  that  thofe 
motives  only,  by  which  revelation  ftrengthens  and  en¬ 
larges  it,  can  make  benevolence  a  compleat  fteadj/ 
principle  of  adtion,  adequate  to  all  the  wants,  and 
conamenfurate  to  the  exiftence,  of  a  weak  immortal 
creature. 

Can  we,  on  the  other  hand,  avoid  expreffing  a 
juft  indignation  at  the  wickednefs  of  propagating  fuch 
a  religion  as  this,  by  methods  repugnant  to  the  cleared 
didtates  of  humanity  ?  Can  we  enough  deteft  the  un¬ 
feeling  hypocrify  of  thofe,  who  pretend  to  (hew  their 
tendernefs  and  compafiion  for  the  fouls  of  men,  by 
afflicting  and  torturing  their  bodies  ? 

But  we  have  not  fo  learned  Chrijl  ;  and  that  plan 
of  charity,  which  we  are  now  aftembled  to  promote,  is 
a  demonftration,  to  how  much  better  purpofe  we  have 
ftudied  him.  The  arguments,  by  which  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  explain  the  diftinguiffling  character  and 
extent  of  this  branch  of  charity,  which  owes  its  very 
exiftence  to  chriftianity,  are  drawn  from  the  example 
of  Chrift  himfelf,  and  they  are  fupported  and  enforced 
by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  gofpej.  Arguments  founded 
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in  fuch  principles,  are  and  mull  be  alike  applicable 
to  every  Infirmary,  where  religious  indrudtion  and 
medicine  are  jointly  adminidercd,  in  imitation  of  the 
pattern  which  Chrift  hath  fet  us ;  and  in  conformity 
to  that  Spirit,  by  which  he  requires  us  to  govern  our 
intention,  and  regulate  the  exercife  of  our  charity. 

But  the  very  name  of  the  Londo  n-H  o  sp  i  ta  l, 
and  the  deftination  of  it,  offer  to  our  thoughts  one 
confideration,  which  fets  the  particular  utility  and 
importance  of  fuch  an  Infirmary,  in  a  mod  affect¬ 
ing  light.  From  the  prodigious  number  of  inhabitants 
that  fwarm  in  this  vaft  city,  there  naturally  arifes  a 
confequence  of  a  very  lingular  kind,  that  thofe,  who 
mod  want  affidance,  and  feem  to  be  always  within 
reach  of  it,  are  furthed  removed  from  the  chance  of 
having  it.  For  in  this  immenfe  neighbourhood,  into 
which  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men  are  promifcuoudy 
crowded,  that  intercourfe  of  acquaintance,  which  ufu- 
ally  fubfids  between  neighbours  in  towns,  and  even 
cities  of  a  Idler  extent,  is  for  the  mod  part  indudri- 
oudy  avoided.  They,  whofe  houfes  join,  are  often 
for  that  reafon  the  greated  drangers  to  one  another  : 
and  the  poorer  fort  of  this  great  body  of  people,  that 
is,  the  bulk  of  them,  are  known  perhaps  to  few  above 
their  own  rank  befides  thofe  who  employ  them  ;  and 
to  fuch  alfo  they  in  effeCl  become  unknown,  as  foon 
as  they  are  difcharged  from  their  fervice,  or  unabie 
for  any  time  to  attend  it.  So  that  a  poor  man,  when 
he  is  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  difeafe  or  a  misfortune, 
is  fhut  up  within  the  walls  of  his  own  obfcure  lodg- 
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ing,  as  in  a  defart,  where  no  m an  dweileth  to  aid  or 
comfort  him.  The  rich  and  the  compaffionate  fur- 
round  him  on  all  fides,  and  yet  he  may  have  no  means 
of  making  his  hard  cafe  known  to  them,  or  of  fatisfy- 
ing  any  one  of  them  of  the  reality  of  it :  for  where 
there  are  fo  many  importers,  every  poor  man,  that  is 
not  known,  is  fufpedted.  On  the  other  hand,  thofe 
that  are  mart  diligent  in  fearching  for  the  diftreffed,  may 
not  chance  to  fipd  him,  from  that  very  circumftance, 
which  renders  his  dirtrefs  mort  deplorable.  Cafes  of 
this  fort,  are,  I  am  afraid,  more  frequent  than  they 
are  thought  to  be,  by  thofe  who  are  too  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  cares  of  bufinefs,  or  the  purfuits  of 
pleafure,  to  have  much  acquaintance  with  the  dwel¬ 
lings  or  hardfhips  of  the  poor.  For  perhaps  at  this 
very  time,  whilft  I  am  pointing  out  to  you  the  cala¬ 
mitous  fituation  of  the  poor,  numbers  of  them  may 
lie  languifhing  under  ficknefs  and  want,  unrelieved, 
unregarded,  and  unnoticed,  near  the  feats  of  eafe  and 
luxury,  within  the  weekly  bills,  which  are,  or  ought 
to  be  to  us,  weekly  ledtures  of  mortality. 

This  evil  cleaves  fo  infeparably  to  the  trade,  the 
wealth,  and  the  populoufnefs  of  London,  and  diffufes 
itfelf  fo  widely,  and  fo  obfeurely,  amongft  the  thoufands 
and  ten  thoufands  that  are  continually  drawn  into  this 
common  center  of  bufinefs  and  employment,  that  all 
the  munificence  of  private  charities,  and  the  united 
aid  of  thofe  public  hofpitals,  which  adorn  and  ferve 
this  great  city,  have  not  been  able  to  furnifh  out  an 
adequate  remedy. 
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But  the  LO  N D  0  N-HO  S PITA L  being  par¬ 
ticularly  planned  to  anfwer  this  end  ;  and,  upon  that 
account,  not  being  appropriated,  as  other  hofpitals 
are,  to  fpecial  claffes  of  patients,  hath  now  for  many 
years  been  held  forth  as  a  general  afylum  for  the  poor, 
whenever  diftrefs,  which  to  them  is  the  neceffary  at¬ 
tendant  of  ficknefs,  overtakes  or  over-powers  them. 

Such  a  fupplemental  houfe  of  medicine  for  the 
*  reception  of  the  poor  is,  in  a  chriftian  fenle,  a  new- 
created  fund  for  the  convenience  of  the  rich  :  a  fund, 
in  which  they  may,  with  full  fecurity,  veft  any  por- 
tion  of  their  fubffance  ;  for  whatever  is  here  lodged, 
will  certainly  be  applied  to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of 
thofe,  who  have  the  jufteft  claim  to  it  ;  and  it  will  re¬ 
turn  again,  after  many  days,  with  an  accumulated  in- 
tereft,  into  the  bofom  of  the  tender-hearted  lender. 
For  the  fcripture,  in  a  familiar  allufion  to  the  pruden¬ 
tial  caution  men  take  in  tranfading  matters  of  pro¬ 
perty  with  one  another,  reprefents  God  himfelf  as  a 
handing  furety  for  the  poor,  to  make  good  the  loan 
of  charity  :  He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor ,  lendeth  to 
the  Lord ;  and  look  what  he  layeth  out ,  it  fhall  be  paid 
him  again. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  though  I  am  invited  by  the 
occafion,  and  led  by  the  fubjed,  to  enter  into  the 
praifes  of  thofe,  to  whofe  prudent  management  and 
exad  ceconomy  this  hofpital  is  fo  much  indebted. 

Their; 
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Their  works  praife  them  ;  and  that  perhaps  is  the 
only  praife,  which  would  not  offend  them.  1  fhall  alfo 
decline  giving  any  invidious  preference  to  the  hofpital, 
for  whofe  benefit  this  difcourfe  was  more  immediately 
defigned  3  for  by  the  whole  drift  of  it,  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  not  to  enlarge  upon  the  fuperior  excellency  of 
any  fingle  infirmary,  but  to  mark  out  to  you  the  di- 
ftinguifhing  character  of  this  branch  of  charity,  and  to 
make  you  fenfible  of  what  importance  that  religious 
application  of  it  is,  which  will  raife  it  to  the  higheft 
ftate  of  improvement 

Those  who  defire,  and  ought  to  be  fatisfied  in  that 
which  is  the  moft  material  article  of  enquiry, 
What  good  the  LON  DON-HOSPITAL  hath  in 
fadi  done,  and  continues  to  do,  may  obtain  the  fulleft 
fatisfadfion  upon  the  cleareft  grounds,  by  confulting 
the  annual  accompts.  Known  fadfs,  the  drefs  in  which 
tiutn  is  feen  to  moft  advantage,  have  in  them  a  force 
o-r  perfuafion,  which  no  words  can  reach  without  their 
concurrence  1  and  the  facts  ftated  in  thofe  accompts 
aie  of  fucn  a  nature,  that  tney  muff  ffrike  the  mind 
of  each  benefadtor  with  a  moft  pleafmg  fenfation  5 
becaufe  they  furniili  an  undoubted  evidence  of  the  fuc- 
cefs,  with  which  his  humanity  hath  been  attended. 
They  will  alfo  acquaint  you  with  one  circumftance  of 
tne  hofpital,  very  neceflary  to  be  thus  laid  before  the 
public  ;  that  tne  fund  of  it  is  too  fcanty  to  anfwer 
the  fupplications  of  the  wretched,  or  the  wifhes  of 
the  compaffionate.  But  the  city,  to  whofe  ufe  and 
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fervice  this  hofpital  is  particularly  dedicated,  will  not, 

I  trufc,  fuffer  this  obftrudtion  to  confine  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  fo  beneficial  a  fcheme,  when  it  is  in  the  power 
of  fo  many  good  men  to  remove  the  reftraint,  and 
give  a  free  courfe  to  the  charity. 

But  though  I  have  referred  you  to  the  accounts 
themfeives,  for  a  minute  and  full  information  of  the 
ftate  of  the  LONDON-HQ SP1TAL,  I  have  tran- 
feribed  from  them  one  paragraph  at  large,  becaufe  it 
demonftrates,  that  charity  is  there  adminiftered  upon 
that  plan  of  religious  inftrudtion,  which  I  have  been 
labouring  to  inculcate. 

<c  A  clergyman  of  the  church  of  England  reads 
(c  prayers  every  day,  and  preaches  every  Sunday,  and 
cc  reads  prayers  morning  and  afternoon  ,  administers 
<c  the  facrament  regularly  every  month,  and  is  ready 
cc  to  vifit,  pray  by,  and  adminifter  the  facrament  at  all 
<c  times,  when  required,  to  the  patients  of  the  ward.” 

Now  for  the  juft  praife  and  encouragement  of  fuch 
of  my  brethren  as  chesrfully  dedicate  a  large  part  cf 
their  time,  to  the  comfort  and  inftrudtion  of  their 
fellow-chriftians,  in  this  hour  of  diftrefs,  this  feafon 
of  moral  difeipline  and  improvement,  permit  me  here 
to  obferve  to  you,  that  notwithftanding  other  labours 
in  the  word  and  dodtrine  of  Chrift,  being  exercifed  in 
a  more  extenfive  public  feene,  may  obtain  and  deferve 

from  men  a  more  fplendid  reward,  and  a  more  ge¬ 
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neral  applaufe  ;  there  are  no  endeavours,  which  will 
gratify  the  chridian  labourer  with  a  more  folid  lading 
fatisfadlion,  than  that  of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking : 
for  there  are  few  indances  of  the  miniderial  office 
more  neceffary,  or  more  likely  to  produce  their  proper 
fruits.  And  I  have  good  reafon  to  be  perfuaded,  that 
the  diligent  minider  of  the  fick,  whofe  office  it  is  in 
the  LO  ND  O N-HO  S  PITAL,  to  difpenfe  this  re¬ 
ligious  branch  of  the  charity,  doth,  by  a  confcientious 
ciifcharge  of  his  duty,  reap  this  fatisfadlion  :  nor  can  I 
doubt,  but  that  he  looks  upon  the  happy  effedls  of 
his  labours,  as  the  mod  valuable  part  of  his  recom¬ 
pense  for  attending  upon  the  poor  patients,  whild  he 
obferves  them,  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude,  defirous 
to  be  taught  and  exhorted  by  him,  to  make  a  right 
ule  of  that  health  and  drength,  which,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God,  this  medicinal  houfe  of  charity  hath  redored 
to  them. 

From  the  paragraph  I  have  jud  quoted  from  the 
annual  accounts,  it  is  evident,  how  religion  dands  in¬ 
corporated  into  the  very  plan,  upon  which  the 
LONDON-HO SP ITsl L  was  formed.  And  I  fhould 
not  do  judice  to  my  fubjett,  if  I  omitted  to  take  fpecial 
notice  of  another  admirable  regulation  in  this  charity: 
for  it  is  a  regulation,  which  fhews,  that  thofe  who 
projected  and  fettled  the  plan  of  it,  carefully  weighed 
the  feveral  cafes  of  didrefs  5  and  with  all  the  tender- 
nefs  of  compaffion,  made  a  provifion  for  reaching  out 
immediate  relief  to  fuch  of  them,  as  would  admit  of 
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no  delay- — cc  All  accidents,  whether  recommended 
“  or  not,  are  received  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
<c  night.” 

Now  it  is  from  thefe  cafual  events,  which  lie  too 
deeply  concealed  in  their  caufes,  to  be  forefeen  by 
any  human  fagadty,  or  prevented  by  any  human  care, 
that  the  mod  dreadful  calamities  often  overwhelm  us 
at  once,  when  we  thought  ourfelves  fartheft  removed 
from  danger.  There  is  not  a  fingle  moment  in  any 
man’s  life,  when  he  may  not  be  (truck  and  crufhed 
by  one  or  other  of  them  ;  and  from  a  found  and  vi¬ 
gorous  date  of  body,  become  a  helplefs  cripple,  or  a 
mangled  carcafe. 

But  befides  thofe  numberlefs  accidents,  to  which 
we  are  all  equally  expofed,  every  profeffion,  trade,  or 
employment  is  fubjedt,  more  or  lefs,  to  peculiar  acci¬ 
dents  of  its  own.  Hence  it  is  that  the  variety  of 
profedions  and  trades,  which  are  followed  by  the  bufy 
multitudes  of  this  metropolis,  produce  almod  every 
day  a  (hocking  variety  of  accidents ;  which,  when 
they  difable  the  indudrious  labourer,  deprive  perhaps 
a  whole  family  at  once  of  the  labour  that  fed  and 
cloathed  them. 

Cases  of  this  fort  can  want  no  recommendation, 
but  that  melancholy  one  which  they  bring  with  them; 
nor  could  humanity  didtate  a  more  effedtual  provifion 
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than  is  here  made  for  their  receiving  help  as  foon 
they  can  apply  for  it. 

It  is  indeed  a  provifion  exactly  correfpondent  to  the 
original  defign  of  the  L  O  ND  0  N-HO  8  P  IT  A  L, 
and  the  fttuation  of  thole,  from  whofe  contributions 
it  derives  fo  large  a  (hare  of  the  liberality,  by  which  it 
is  maintained.  For  this  readinefs,  this  folicitude  to 
pour  balm  into  the  wounds  of  the  feafaring  man,  the 
mechanic,  01  the  hired  workman,  doth  in  an  eminent 
degree  become  and  adorn  the  character  of  a  merchant, 
whofe  riches  are  and  mu  ft  be  acquired  from  the  ha¬ 
zards  which  the  poor  run  in  his  fervice.  Indeed  bis 
riches,  even  after  he  is  in  pofleffion  of  them,  are  ftili 
at  the  mercy  of  accidents  peculiar  to  merchants ;  and 
can  no  more  be  preferved,  than  they  could  have  been 
acquired,  without  the  fpecial  bleffing  of  providence, 
and  the  protection  of  the  fupreme  ruler  of  all  things, 
who  maketh  even  winds  and  Jiorms  fulfil  his  word \ 
and  fteadily  directs  the  moft  cafual  events  with  un¬ 
erring  wifdom  and  perfect  goodnefs. 

The  precarious  wealth  of  this  world  fo  applied  to 
chriftian  purpofes  upon  chriftian  principles,  will  en¬ 
title  the  poffeffor  of  it  to  treafures  in  heaven,  of  which 
no  accidents  can  rob  him.  Of  thefe  treafures  he  will 
have  the  full  enjoyment,  when  the  prelent  diftindtions 
between  rich  and  poor,  are  to  be  done  away  :  and 
when  even  companion,  which,  in  this  vale  of  Ibnrnw, 
is  one  of  the  moft  neceflary  and  endearing  affections  of 
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our  common  nature,  having  no  longer  any  objefts  to 
pity  or  relieve,  in  a  ftate  where  all  are  happy,  will  be 
for'  ever  refolved  back  again  into  that  univerfal  bene- 

volence  from  whence  it  flows. 

To  conclude;  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
fpake  as  he  was  moved  by  the  Spirit  of  God ,  hath  ex- 
prefsly  allured  us,  that  before  the  wonderful  fcheme 
of  our  redemption  through  Chrift  is  finally  clofed, 
this  corruptible  body  of  ours  will  put  on  tncorruphon, 
this  mortal  will  be  cloathed  with  immortality ,  and  be¬ 
come  a  fit  tabernacle  for  an  immortal  fpirit  to  dwell 
in.  Wherefore  1  befeech  you,  my  beloved  brethren, 
abound  ever  more  and  more  in  works  of  mercy,  to 
the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men :  In  fuch  you  faithfully 
copy  the  example,  and  fulfil  the  law  of  Chrift.  y 
fuch  you  make  your  calling  and  eleShon  fare,  and 
will  eftablilh  your  claim  to  thefe  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promifes  of  the  gofpel,  when  death  ltfelf  is 
fwallowed  up  in  victory. 


FINIS. 

errata. 

Page  1 4.  Line  4.  for  impelled,  read  moved. 
Page  18.  Lines  10  and  11.  dele  peculiar. 


